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FLORIDA GAMING UPDATE

Pompano Beach, FL (November 11, 2011) — The following AQHA plea for assistance and
Miami Herald gaming issues article were published this week. Gaming expansion initiatives
and structure thereof in Florida are important to all horsemen irrespective of breed and are
being closely watched by other states.

Help Quarter Horse Racing

Dear AQHA and FQHRA members and supporters:

Your assistance is needed immediately regarding Florida’s approval of pari-mutuel
barrel racing. Please contact the Florida Governor’s office and his legal counsel,
Charles Trippe and Carrie Orouke via e-mail or phone to voice your concerns.

On the surface this might sound interesting, but allowing this to occur sets a
dangerous precedent — one in which horse racing could lose. If pari-mutuel barrel
racing is allowed to replace traditional horse racing in Gretna, the fledgling American
Quarter Horse racing industry will be severely impacted.

Florida Quarter Horse racing is set to expand and flourish but we need to get over
this stumbling block and your support at this time is critical.

In addition to e-mails and letters, you can also call in to leave messages for Charlie
Trippe and Carly Hermanson. We recommend that your message be as simple and
direct as possible. Please see the examples below.
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http://list.aqha.net/t/140718/7199729/7277/4/
http://list.aqha.net/t/140718/7199729/7278/5/
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« Barrel racing is not horse racing.

e No new gambling on new sports.

e Save horse racing.

e Save our agricultural equine industry created by horse racing worth over $5
billion annually.

e Allowing barrel racing to replace horse racing will cost Florida jobs, not gain
jobs.

e The National Barrel Horse Association doesn’t even want pari-mutual barrel
racing! The people of Florida were promised horse racing and all its
associated jobs and greenspace if gaming was allowed to expand. Keep that
promise.

Help Quarter Horse Racing in Florida and voice your concerns today!

The Elorida Governor’s Office can be reached by phone at 850-488-3494.

AQHA news and information is a service of AQHA publications. For more
information on The American Quarter Horse Journal or America’s Horse, visit
www.agha.com/magazines.

American Quarter Horse Association
1600 Quarter Horse Drive
Amarillo, TX 79104

State draws round of lawsuits over gambling permits

Florida gambling regulators are hit with legal challenges over their decision to
expand horse and jai alai permits because of tangled interpretations of state
gambling law and a 30-year old loophole

TALLAHASSEE -- The Scott administration’s decision to issue a jai alai permit in Miami and a barrel racing
permit in the tiny North Florida town of Gretna has unleashed a mad dash across the state for the rare pari-
mutuel permits but, opponents said Tuesday, they will fight the decisions in court.

Florida’s Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering last week received the second application for a summer jai alai permit
based on a 1980 loophole in state gambling law. On Monday, owners of Hamilton Downs jai alai and poker room
in Jasper filed for a barrel racing permit for their quarter horse track in Hamilton County.

"It's the Wild West — at a level | have never seen,” said Gary Rutledge, a longtime lawyer and lobbyist for Mardi
Gras Casino. He said a lawsuit will be coming "in due course" by several existing permit holders.

They are challenging the decision by the division to allow Magic City Casino last week to obtain a permit for a
summer jai alai permit. They say the decision was not only a flawed interpretation of a state law but
unconstitutional.

In the backdrop of this tug-of-war over pari-mutuel permits is the ongoing debate over whether the state should
authorize destination resort casinos in Miami-Dade and Broward and whether to give the state’s existing pari-
mutuels the same games and tax rates. If the Legislature authorizes the resort casinos and gives pari-mutuels
parity, the value of a pari-mutuel license would soar.
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According to Magic City lawyer, the permit issued last week could be used by the dog track and casino to
operate a poker room and, potentially, another slots permit anywhere in Miami Dade County.

After the Herald/Times reported the story on the permit last week, Everglades Jai Alai, owned primarily by
Broward County developer Ron Bergeron with the former general counsel of Gulfstream Racetrack, David
Rominik, filed an application for a similar permit in Weston.

Their expectations "are fundamentally incorrect,” Rutledge told the Herald/Times Tuesday."There is no legal
authority for the state to issue that permit. This was a one-time situation [in 1980] and there was no
contemplation anything like this would occur."

Rutledge, who once lobbied for Rick Scott and hospital chain Columbia-HCA, has the added advantage of
having been director of the Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering in 1980 when the loophole was passed by
lawmakers.

The intention then was to allow the horse and dog track in a county with the lowest handle, or total amount
wagered, to apply for a summer jai alai permit. Jai alai was at its peak of popularity at the time and demand was
high for the games. He said the statute applied only to counties where five or more pari-mutuel permit holders
operated — Miami-Dade and Broward — and allowed the summer permits only “so long as there is no increase
in the number of permittees authorized to operate within any specified county.”

Rutledge now believes that state regulators violated the provisions of the law by expanding the number of
permits in Miami-Dade but, he adds, the law may also be unconstitutional because legislators used a general
statute to apply to a specific class — Miami-Dade and Broward.

Meanwhile, the Florida Quarterhorse Racing Association has filed a legal challenge against the state arguing the
state has no authority to issue the pari-mutuel permit for the Gretna Race Track because barrel racing is not a
pari-mutuel sport. The challenge came after the Gadsden County commission last week asked voters during the
Jan. 31 presidential preference primary to authorize the Las Vegas-style games at the Gretna track and, with
that, allow the track’s owners to apply for a slots permit. The Gretna Casino is primarily owned by the Alabama-
based Poarch Band of Creek Indians, along with Romanik and Gulfstream lobbyist Marc Dunbar.

For the bill's sponsors, who want to create a new gaming regulatory agency and bring “destination resort”
casinos to Florida, the ongoing disputes are proof that Florida needs to reform its gambling regulations.

“They couldn’t have scripted it any better,” said Rep. Erik Fresen, R-Miami, one of two sponsors of the bill to
bring destination resort casinos to South Florida.

Mary Ellen Klas can be reached at meklas@MiamiHerald.com and on Twitter @MaryEllenKlas
Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/11/08/2492895/state-draws-round-of-
lawsuits.html#ixzz1dDCfC3px

The Florida Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association, Inc. is a non-profit organization responsible for
promoting the standardbred horse-breeding and racing industry in Florida. The FSBOA maintains a registry of
Florida-bred standardbred horses, manages various Florida-bred stakes events and an annual fall sale featuring
FL-bred yearlings. The FSBOA website contains information about stallions standing in Florida, special
standardbred events taking place throughout the year, and stake race information (including payment schedules,
eligibilities, purses, and results). This website also will publish advertisements relating to standardbred services
and articles offered for sale.
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